
MEETING RECORD

NAME OF GROUP: HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

DATE, TIME AND Thursday, May 17, 2001, 1:30 p.m., Conference Room
PLACE OF MEETING: #106, First Floor, County-City Building, 555 S. 10th

Street, Lincoln, Nebraska
              
MEMBERS IN Tim Francis, Bob Ripley, Carol Walker and Terry  
ATTENDANCE: Young; (Jerry Berggren, Bruce Helwig and Jim McKee

absent).  Ed Zimmer and Teresa McKinstry of the
Planning Department; media and other interested
citizens. 

STATED PURPOSE Regular Historic Preservation Commission Meeting
OF MEETING:

Chair Bob Ripley called the meeting to order and requested a motion approving the
minutes for the regular meeting held April 19, 2001.  Motion for approval made by Francis,
seconded by Walker.  Motion carried 4-0: Francis, Ripley, Walker and Young voting ‘yes’;
Berggren, Helwig and McKee absent. 

APPLICATION BY SUSAN HAYES FOR A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS FOR
WORK AT 2540 SOUTH STREET IN THE FRANKLIN HEIGHTS LANDMARK DISTRICT
PUBLIC HEARING: May 17, 2001

Members present: Francis, Ripley, Walker and Young; Berggren, Helwig and McKee
absent. 

Ed Zimmer stated that this is a house in Franklin Heights.  There is just a small corner of
the porch remaining.  The owners also own the bungalow just north of this.  It is not terribly
well maintained.  They would like to put up vinyl siding.  With a big historic porch, it would
have a lot of character.  The porch is almost gone, so it is questionable as a contributing
factor to the district as best.  He recommends approval of the siding given the fact that it
doesn’t have a lot of historic character left.  He thinks it is encouraging that they are buying
an adjacent property and putting it in better shape. 

ACTION:

Francis moved approval, seconded by Walker.
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Ripley is voting against this.  He doesn’t ever vote for vinyl siding.  He knows that it is a
better maintenance factor for some, but things can be rotting away underneath and you
never find out until it is too late. 

Motion for approval failed 3-1: Francis, Walker and Young voting ‘yes’; Ripley voting ‘no’;
Berggren, Helwig and McKee absent. 

APPLICATION BY PATTY PANSING BROOKS ON BEHALF OF RHO CHAPTER OF
KAPPA ALPHA THETA, 1545 ‘S’ STREET, FOR DESIGNATION AS A LANDMARK IN
ACCORDANCE WITH LMC 27.57.120
PUBLIC HEARING: May 17, 2001

Members present: Francis, Ripley, Walker and Young; Berggren, Helwig and McKee
absent. 

Mr. Zimmer stated that this is the 3rd of the sorority houses on Greek row.  They are
working with the University Foundation that will allow them to do fund raising for historic
preservation.  With the neighboring house, it forms almost a sort of courtyard.  Part of their
desire is to do some upgrades and get the air conditioners out of the windows.  The
national charter is pushing everyone to get air conditioning, upgrade the electrical work,
and some really basic maintenance.  The University would like them to have local
landmark status.  The windows have mostly been replaced some years past with not very
good quality, but not terribly bad looking replacements.  Like the other 2 sororities, the
interior features must be dealt with carefully.  The entry hall has a nice staircase.  It opens
onto a big parlor.  The parlor has a nice mantlepiece with molding on the ceiling.  There
is a second smaller parlor and a little paneled room that was probably originally a library.
They are trying to do some fund-raising yet this summer.  They have requested action at
this meeting so they can go on to Planning Commission. 

Ripley stated that the more we can encourage people to turn these into landmarks, the
better. 

ACTION:

Walker made a motion for approval, seconded by Francis. 

Ripley stated that this whole program is exactly the kind of thing that should be
encouraged.  This is a great idea.  

Motion for approval carried 4-0: Francis, Ripley, Walker and Young voting ‘yes’; Berggren,
Helwig and McKee absent. 

APPLICATION BY SHELLI BRACKHAN FOR A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS
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FOR WORK AT 817 ‘R’ STREET IN THE HAYMARKET LANDMARK DISTRICT
PUBLIC HEARING: May 17, 2001

Members present: Francis, Ripley, Walker and Young; Berggren, Helwig and McKee
absent. 

Mr. Zimmer received information yesterday from a designer working on this project.  Signs
will be coming in subsequently along with a door front in place of the current roll up double
door.  

Shelli Brackhan would like some advice from the Commission on what to do with the door.
Ripley replied that perhaps it would be a benefit to place some type of shutter over the
door.  It would preserve the original opening underneath.  This would not require approval,
it would architecturally preserve the character of the building without altering it.  Locating
a brick to match what you have is next to impossible.  

Mr. Zimmer noted that another route to consider on more permanently closing an opening,
would be to brick within the eaves and recess the brick.  

Ms. Brackhan stated that the first 25 feet of the building will be leased to a coffee shop.
She is sure that they would like to have their own doorway.  There is a doorway on the side
of the building, but she is not sure if it is handicap accessible.  She would like to leave all
the windows and put in another door that would complement the building better.  

Mr. Zimmer would suggest a door with fairly beefy looking sides

Ms. Brackhan noted that she would like to have a 1930's art deco theme for the interior of
the building.  She wondered if it would be possible to put some art deco features on the
doors.  Ripley replied that his personal opinion would be that viewing an interior feature
from the exterior of the building would conflict.  

Ms. Brackhan presented drawings of the proposed coffee shop.  The owner of the coffee
shop would like to have that side of the building painted a lighter beige color.   The
Commissioners all agreed that painting the building a light color would not be preferable.

Ripley noted that the Pershing Square building has installed  new windows that a character
and texture that is more consistent with the character of the building.  He would suggest
Ms. Brackhan take a look. 

Young inquired about the age of the building.  Mr. Zimmer replied that the building is
around 1900.  We don’t have a whole lot of information about this building.  

Ripley wondered about the new parking garage by this building.  Ms. Brackhan replied that
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the paperwork she saw, shows a 20 foot separation between the garage and her building.

Ms. Brackhan inquired about painting the building.  Ripley replied that painting it a brick
color like it is now, would be fine.  It is already painted anyway.

No one else appeared and public hearing was closed. 

ACTION:  

Francis made a motion for approval of a double glaze entrance, overhead door, painting
the building a color close to what it is now with the suggestion of a heavy frame
commercial grade door, seconded by Walker.  Motion carried 4-0: Francis, Ripley, Walker
and Young  voting ‘yes’; Berggren, Helwig and McKee absent. 

MISCELLANEOUS:

• Mr. Zimmer announced that this is Preservation Week.  There are various activities
going on around town.  

• Mr. Zimmer has lost his intern Abby Davis.  She has been hired by the Planning
Dept. as a Planner I.  

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:45 p.m. 
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